
I.  Official County Legal Notices in Newspapers.  It is suggested that the county place a small 
representation of the county seal on the title line of all its legal notices.

Discussion:  Newspaper readers must now look at every legal notice over several pages of the county 
newspapers to find the ones that are official Calvert County announcements.  A county seal on the notice 
directs readers to them and fosters informing the public.

II.  County Website. It is suggested that the county should operate two websites.  One  
would be primarily for residents and will contain only the official business of the county.  A 
second website could be created solely for those seeking information on upcoming social 
and cultural events, for highlighting attractions and areas of interest in the county for both 
tourists and residents, and for promoting business and economic development.

Discussion:  The current county website tries to do too much and has become too difficult 
to navigate as more topics and information are added to it.  These additions to the website over the past few 
years, while making it more compete, have made it much more complicated to use. Necessary and current 
information is hard to find.  Finding where specific information is no longer intuitive.  The general rule of thumb 
for websites is that reaching what you need should be within two or three ‘clicks.’

III.  The BOCC Weekly Meeting.  The BOCC should consider holding some or perhaps 
even all of its regular weekly public meetings in the evenings (6:30-9 P.M.) in order to 
enable all citizens an opportunity to attend.  More citizens could come, speak or testify if a 
hearing is also scheduled, as it often is, during the open meeting.

Discussion:   Holding public meetings during the workday prevents most citizens from 
attending and from speaking publicly when comments or testimonies are allowed.   Few people now attend the 
weekly BOCC meetings except those taking vacation hours from their work or those older citizens who have 
retired or those who are no longer working.

IV.  The BOCC Agenda.  It is suggested that the BOCC should form its agenda and supply all supporting 
documents on the website ten days before the agenda is heard.   Emergency agenda items (those pertaining 
to public safety) can be added up until the meeting time if necessary.

Discussion:  Currently the BOCC agenda is compiled up through late Thursday and posted the Friday before 
the weekly meeting is held the following Tuesday morning.  This is not enough time for citizens to read, react 
and to respond to agenda items, either by providing written messages to the BOCC beforehand or to arrange 
affairs in order to attend the meeting and speak at times allowed for commenting.  Many hearings, when public 
comment is solicited, are conducted at this same weekly meeting. Three and a half days are not enough time 
to study all the weekly agenda issues and their supporting documents, and then to prepare a response if 
needed.
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V.  Preparation of the Budgets. We very much appreciate the recent initiative from staff to 
present the annual budget three weeks prior to its public hearing.  We continue to believe 
a public hearing is needed at the beginning of the budget building process, in the August-
September timeframe.  

Discussion:  The county staff and commissioners need to know and hear about the public’s 
concerns for the upcoming budget and capital improvement plan before these plans are 
drafted, not just at the end of the process.

VI.  Executive Sessions.  Reports of business conducted in closed sessions need to be 
more complete and informative as to what was decided. 
 
Discussion: Personnel issues, legal matters, and staff direction for county operations have 
been identified as appropriate for discussion in closed sessions.  However, many issues 
discussed in closed session are sensitive only for short periods of time, when negotiations 
are underway.  Once the decision is made, it should be reported in full, in open session 
minutes.  For example, during a property purchase, the details are shielded.  However, once 
the decision is made on the purchase, the details should be reported to the public in open session.

VII.  Status Reports on Large Projects.  The BOCC and county staff need to give the public status reports 
on the progress of “large projects.”  We define large as a project costing more than $500,000.  The Prince 
Frederick Middle School/Armory property, the second park in Dunkirk, and the expansion of the Cove Point 
LNG plant are examples.  
 
Discussion:  The public has a vital interest in large projects, their costs and progress.  It would be very 
useful if the county itself would make regular periodic reports on the status of large projects so that accurate 
information is made available.  For example, this could take as little as 15 minutes out of one weekly agenda 
every three months.  Many rumors and ill-founded ‘facts’ could be dispelled if the county regarded the public 
as its friend and partner in the process.

Demolition  of Middle School Armory Building

Dominion Cove Point Liquefaction Project
How Would the Expansion Affect Calvert County?
• Environment? • Economics? • Safety? • Traffi c?  

Purpose of Forum
The League of Women Voter of Calvert County is conducting this Forum as a public service in 
response to concerns raised by citizens of Calvert County regarding Dominion Cove Point’s 
application to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to add natural gas liquefaction 
and exportation capabilities to its existing Cove Point LNG Terminal located on the Chesapeake 
Bay in Lusby, MD.

Forum Content and Format
• A balanced panel of distinguished and diverse experts – representing environmentalists, 

Dominion Cove Point, experts in the fi eld of liquid natural gas (LNG), and more – will discuss 
how this expansion would affect Calvert County’s environment, economics, safety, and traffi c. 

• The format includes presentations by panel members, followed by a question-and-answer 
session with questions submitted from the audience.

•  The format and ground rules were developed by the League of Women Voters.

Sponsored by
League of Women Voters of Calvert County

www.calvert.lwvmd.org  •  410-586-2176 (voice messages checked daily)
The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization which works to promote political responsibility through informed 
and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and infl uences public policy 
through education and advocacy.  Membership in the League is open to men and women. With 94 years of experience, the League 
is one of America’s most trusted grassroots organizations which protects your right to know about decisions affecting the public.

Dominion Cove Point Proposed 
Liquefaction Project

Image from Dominion brochure 
posted at county’s website:

www.co.cal.md.us/DocumentCenter/View/4680

FREE Public 
Education Forum

Tuesday, Jan. 28, 2014
 6:30 PM  Networking & New
  Voter Registration  
 7-9 PM  Public Forum

St. John Vianney 
Family Life Auditorium

105 Vianney Lane, Prince Frederick
(off Main Street, just south of State Police Barracks)

Cove Point Dominion LNG Plant
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