
 

 

LWV OF CALVERT COUNTY 

February 13, 2019  Board Meeting Minutes 

Attending Board Members:  Sharron Bickel, Krista Boughey, Helenmary Ball, 

Sandra Raviv, Jim Winship, Gladys White, J C Hooker, Pat Pease, Randi Vogt 

(guest) Absent:  Margaret Dunkle, Grace Mary Brady, Renita Alexander 

Call to Order:  Sharron Bickel opened the meeting at 9:40 am.   

Sharron Bickel introduced Randi Vogt, League member and former Calvert 

County planning department staff, who gave a summary of the Calvert County 

Comprehensive Plan and how it has evolved historically, as well as concerns 

regarding the present draft version that will be decided on February 26th by the 

Planning Commission before submission to the BOCC.  Most notably, all previous 

Comprehensive Plans have adhered to a commitment to preservation of the rural 

character of the county with protections for farm lands and forests.  She indicated 

several areas of concern in the present draft that deviate from prior Comprehensive 

Plans: 

• Language that required preservation of a “minimum of 40,000 acres” of land 

throughout the County has dropped the “40,000” from the present draft. 

• Creation of attractive town centers previously required “architectural 

review” which has now been dropped from the draft. 

• Commercial strip development along Route 2/4 was previously restricted to 

town centers; the present draft expands the boundaries of town centers to 

permit more strip development, e.g., from Lusby to Solomons, and along 

Route 231 from Prince Frederick west to CSM. 

• Mapping of areas upon which development will be based is proposed even 

before towns have updated their Master Plans; mapping ought to occur after 

and in conjunction with town plans. 

• The need to monitor growth in conjunction with adequate public facilities 

(infrastructure) has been eliminated from the present draft (schools are 

already designated for 110% of capacity in some areas).   

The current draft plan drops previous language that directed development to be 

directed away from preserved land areas.  (Randi indicated that Calvert County has 

moved more land into cultivation in the past five years than many other areas 

where farming has declined).   

Randi indicated that a number of organizations under the Sustainable Calvert 

umbrella are participating in a letter to the Planning Commission and the BOCC to 

voice these concerns.  The Board decided to send a letter from the League to the 



 

 

Planning Commission and the BOCC outlining the League’s position based upon 

longstanding support for land preservation and for managed growth, with a copy to 

the Calvert Recorder, prior to the February 26th meeting deadline.  Sandra Raviv 

moved, and Gladys White seconded.  Sharron Bickel will prepare a draft letter and 

distribute to the Board for review.  

A related discussion addressed the need for affordable housing and how the lack of 

it impacts ability of residents to remain in the County, and how this relates to the 

overall concept of rural preservation.      

Minutes (Raviv):  The January Board Meeting minutes were approved; JC moved 

and Pease seconded. 

Treasurer Report (Ball):  The report was approved for filing for audit.   

Old Business:   

Nonpartisan Policy:  Jim Winship indicated that the Bylaws Committee has 

identified contradictory language regarding participation in political parties by 

Board members.  He pointed out that while most members understand the 

philosophical meaning of nonpartisanship, it becomes less clear in concrete terms, 

and involves not only a conflict of interest but also the appearance of such conflict.  

The Board also discussed who should be spokespersons for the League from 

among the Board’s Executive Committee.  A motion to alter the composition of the 

Executive Committee was defeated.   

The Bylaws committee will continue to work on a resolution and language to 

address which Board members are affected by the prohibition against holding 

office in a partisan organization, and when such change will be effective.  Draft 

language will be submitted to the membership at the Annual Meeting.  The Board 

agreed that current Board officers who hold office in political organizations will 

remain in their Board position as approved last spring.  In addition to Bylaw 

changes, the Committee will develop a Code of Conduct for Board review and 

approval.      

It was agreed that other items on the agenda, i.e., the State Board request for a 

concurrence vote on the Death with Dignity position, will be handled via electronic 

means following a conference call of the Board.  

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 pm.  Helenmary Ball and JC Hooker moved 

and seconded.                       Respectfully submitted,  Sandra Raviv   

             

             



 

 

 


