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LWV OF CALVERT COUNTY 

March 11, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Present:  JC Hooker, Margaret Dunkle, Sharron Bickel, Tricia Powell, Pat Pease, 

Sandra Raviv, Norma Onley, Gladys White   

Absent:  Maureen Hoffman  

Call to Order:  President JC Hooker convened the meeting at 9:46 AM and asked 

the members to review the agenda and reports 

Agenda:  The agenda was accepted as given.   

Minutes (JC Hooker):  February meeting minutes were approved with suggested 

edits (the recorder did not record who moved and seconded the motion on use of 

Regina Brown funds).  Sharron Bickel made motion to approve the February 

minutes and Norma Onley seconded.  Motion passed.   

Treasurer Report (Tricia Powell) The Treasurer’s report was accepted for filing 

(see attached). During discussion, concerns were raised about the spending of 

funds and low balance; an audit has not happened for some time, but is not 

required in the By Laws.  Tricia will work together with Cassandra to review 

previous year’s statements and determine how monies were expended.  Discussion 

also clarified the different obligations under 501c(3) and 501c(4) status.  It was 

determined that presentation of financials could be modified for clarity and 

accuracy of assigning expenses to appropriate categories going forward.  Pat Pease 

will consult with the State Board on the definitions of categories for budget items.  

Margaret Dunkle moved, and Gladys White seconded, a motion to inquire of the 

State regarding budget definitions and categories and the Treasurer’s report format 

will be modified accordingly.  Sharron Bickel will review previous formats as part 

of this effort.     

Membership:  Current number of members is 75, including three new members in 

the past month.  New members coming in the last six months of the fiscal year will 

not be asked to pay the full membership dues in order to get everyone on the same 

dues cycle.  A reminder for dues payment for 2020-2021 will go out to the 

membership in May.   

OLD BUSINESS 

Voter Service (Gladys White):  On February 11, a presentation was given at CSM 

on the importance of voting.  A voter registration training was held at Prince 
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Frederick Library on March 5 with assistance of Calvert County Board of 

Elections.  Today, March 11th, voter registration will take place at Mt. Olive 

Methodist Church food pantry with Gladys White and Norma Onley.   Future voter 

registration drives are also planned at St. John Vianney food pantry (March 18th), at 

Safeway (March 21st), and a third at Smile in Middleham Chapel, Lusby.  

Vote411.org will be ready at the end of March.  Another voter registration day will 

be held at CSM in Sep-Oct timeframe.   

Annual Report:  Dawn Tucker will be working with Sharron Bickel on the 

Annual Report.   

History Fair (Margaret Dunkle):  see report below.  Due to errors in the ad placed 

by LWVCC, the History fair committee offered to refund our sponsorship money 

of $351 in full.  Margaret Dunkle proposed that we ask for $100 in refund and use 

the money to buy tickets to WOW for the three Fair student winners and their two 

teachers.  She made a motion to this effect which was seconded by Sandra Raviv 

and passed by Board vote.    

Legislative Evening:  Tuesday, November 17, 2020 at Calvert Pines; the Senior 

Center requires a deposit and certificate of insurance.   Sharron Bickel has agreed 

to chair the event.    

Events/Fundraising (Norma Onley):  Nineteen of a possible 35 tickets have been 

sold to date.   Norma will check with the Halfshell cruise company regarding 

contingencies in the event that the cruise needs to be cancelled or rescheduled due 

to the corona virus epidemic. 

NationBuilder Transition – A comparison between Wix and NationBuilder 

recently emailed to Board members is for their information only.  Plans to move 

forward with the transition will gear up after the WOW event.   

WOW:  Sharron Bickel will be the LWVCC honoree for WOW this year.  The 

WOW planning committee will meet at Harriet Elizabeth Brown community center 

this Thursday at 6:30 PM.  Sandy Raviv moved and Norma Onley seconded a 

motion to add a budget line for yearly WOW expenses that include participation 

fee, and lunch and gift for our designated honoree; the motion was passed. 

The Board discussed the need for contingency plans for all events and future Board 

meetings due to the virus epidemic, including possibility of conference call in lieu 

of face-to-face meetings.   

Use of Regina Brown Funds (Maureen Hoffman):  tabled due to Maureen’s 

absence. 
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State LWVMD News (Pat Pease): The LWVMD annual conference on June 6th 

will be held in DC; a hotel room will cost $199.  No action was taken. 

Margaret Dunkle gave her letter of resignation as First Vice President and 

LWVCC Board member effective as of the May Annual Meeting with election of a 

new person to the First Vice President position.  Citing health issues, she expects 

to continue as an interested League member; her departure will leave one year of 

her two-year term open for a replacement.   

Comments/Announcements:  JC Hooker reported that LWVCC as been invited to 

join the Republican and Democratic Women’s Groups for a public “meet and 

greet” event with Board of Education candidates in Lusby.  A motion to co-

sponsor the event was offered by Margaret Dunkle on condition that the other two 

groups participate equally in the event; Tricia Powell seconded the motion and it 

was passed. 

Residents of Asbury Solomons who attended our February program there would 

like us to return next year.  It was briefly noted that we might find other venues for 

meetings such as Dowell house to provide more geographic availability.   

Gladys White reported that Census 2020 information will be distributed in April.  

On April 19th, she and Janet Bellizzi will do a voter registration at the Hispanic 

mass at St. John Vianney Church.   

Adjournment:  Tricia Powell moved and Pat Pease seconded a motion that was 

passed to adjourn at 12:03 PM.  

   

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sandra Raviv, Secretary 
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March 2020 LWVCC Committee Reports 

 

Events/Fundraising (Norma Onley):   

FUNDRAISER 

Sunday, April 26, 2020, from 3pm - 5pm Cruise aboard the historic Half Shell. 

Ticket prices are $50 per person or $75 per couple.  

Expenses: $800.00 

$500.00 (boat rental - $250 deposit & balanced paid 14 days prior to cruise) 

$200.00 (catering – paid 1 week prior to cruise) 

$100.00 (door prize gift cards - $50 shell gas, $25 Giant food & $25 Walmart) 

After expenses we can profit approximately $525 (or more depending on how 

tickets are sold). Examples: 35x$50=$1750; 17x$75+$50=$1325. 

ACTION: Continue to advertise this event to membership and on social media. 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DINNER 

Wednesday, May 13, 2020, from 6pm - 8pm we at Stoney’s Seafood Restaurant, 

896 Costley Way, Prince Frederick, MD 20678. The price is $35 per person  

ACTION: start contacting members to register and make meal selection 

 

History Fair (Margaret Dunkle):  see below 

NationBuilder Transition (Sandy Raviv and Janet Bellizzi):  In progress 

Observer Teams (Sharron Bickel):  Joint Observer Teams Meeting 

A joint meeting of the three LWVCC observer teams (Board of County 

Commissioners, Board of Education, and Planning Commission) was held on 

Thursday, February 20, 2020.  Each team gave a report on the developing issues in 

the county agencies each team follows.  The possibility of doing a study on the 

Prince Frederick Master Plan was discussed.  The three observer team 

representatives acknowledged that their role as observers of three key agencies 

placed them in an ideal position to monitor the developments (proposed and 

rejected) of the Prince Frederick Master plan and contribute information should the 

League decide to do a study. 

The next joint team meeting will be April 28, 2020 at noon, at the home of Lila 

West and David Hardy in the Chesapeake Ranch Club.  (Directions will be sent to 

individual team members.)   The proposed study will be presented to the board for 

approval at the March board meeting. 
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BOCC Observer team (Dave Hardy)  

2 important items at this meeting (February 25, 2020): 

The Board voted 3-2 to reconsider the bid on the improvements at Ward Farm 

Park.  Newspaper said it was let out at more than the bid offered....  They will look 

at it on Mar 10. 

The work session by Zoning Planners regarding Current Residential Density 

Requirements was complex with lots of questions from the commissioners trying 

to figure out this complex regulatory mess. 

I see from the newspaper that the Armory project will be looked at on March 10th 

also.  I heard Tony O'Donnell give a short presentation at American Legion about 

wanting to turn the Armory into a veterans service center with it being a 

transportation hub for getting vets to Charlotte Hall and VA.  And a place to 

veterans service officers to have an office to assist vets in getting help with 

benefits, medals, change in discharge status and such.  I have not seen anything in 

the press about this plan.  And I don't see this as an agenda item for the March 10 

session, either.  It is the sale of the Middle School property to a developer that is 

being done at this meeting.   

In a matter of interest to me, the county got about $30,000 over what they expected 

from MD Homeland Security and awarded $20K to purchase emergency amateur 

radio equipment.  This will allow for ham radio communications countywide more 

reliably than in the past.  This has been an ongoing project and is now nearer to 

completion thanks to the windfall $$.  Dave Hardy 

Publicity: 

 

Voter Services (Gladys White):  A voter registration event will be held at Safeway 

in Prince Frederick on March 19th and March 21; all volunteer slots have been 

filled.  The date for the next Voter Service Committee TBD. 

WOW (Pat Pease):  The LWVCC Honoree for this year’s WOW celebration is 

Sharron Bickel.  The WOW luncheon will be at the Rod and Reel restaurant in 

Chesapeake Beach on Sat, April 18.   
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History Fair Award on Breaking Barriers in Voting 

Submitted by Margaret Dunkle, LWV First Vice President 

National History Day (“History Fair”) is a nationwide effort for middle-and 

high-school age students to do rigorous historical research.  Students can 

choose to do an exhibit, a performance, an historical paper, a website, or a 

documentary.  

Each year there is a different theme.  The 2020 theme was Breaking Barriers in History.  Because 

voting is at the heart of our democracy as well as a core value of the League of Women Voters, 

the Calvert County League of Women Voters sponsored a prize for the best projects on 

Breaking Barriers in Voting. 

Eligible projects eligible could look at any aspect of Breaking Barriers in Voting in the United 

States, such as: 

• Decisions our founders made about who could – or could not – vote 

• The 15th Amendment (1870), which granted African-American men the right to vote 

• The 19th Amendment (1920), which granted women the right to vote 

• The Voting Rights Act (1965), which aimed to eliminate racial discrimination in voting 

by, for example, outlawing “literacy” tests 

• Gerrymandering – creating voting district boundaries in a way that helps one political 

party over another 

• Efforts to suppress voting – from yesterday’s poll taxes requiring that citizens pay a fee 

in order to vote . . . to efforts today to require official photo IDs or to have fewer polling 

places 

• Technology’s role in making voting secure – from voter registration to counting votes 

• Effects of different systems of voting, such as the caucuses in presidential elections and 

“open primaries”  

• Comparing elections in the U.S. to other countries 

• The effect of electing the President by Electoral College votes, rather than the popular vote 
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The winners of the League of Women Voters 2020 Award focusing on Breaking Barriers in Voting 

were: 

Emily Ingle & Hannah Staley of Huntingtown High 

School for their exhibit on Women’s Rights: How Women 

Came Together to Make a Difference.  Their teacher is Ms. 

Morris. 

Brooklyn Remus of Mill Creek Middle School for her 

historical research paper on woman’s suffrage and Susan 

B Anthony.  Her teacher is Ms. Hall. 

Photo to the right shows LWV First Vice President Margaret 

Dunkle with Senior Division winners Emily Ingle & Hannah 

Staley. 

                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   


