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LWV OF CALVERT COUNTY 

May 8, 2019 

Annual Meeting Minutes 

Welcome, Introductions, and Agenda:  Co-president Sharron Bickel called the 

meeting to order at 6:10 PM; Krista Boughey was unable to attend.   Sharron  

thanked those involved in organizing tonight’s meeting, especially JC Hooker.  She 

also introduced Elaine Apter, MD League President, who traveled from 

Montgomery County to be here.  

The Agenda for the meeting was reviewed (Book One of the Annual Meeting 

materials) and approved.  Maureen Hoffman was appointed Parliamentarian for the 

meeting, with Jim Winship serving as timekeeper.    Sharron then read the Annual 

Meeting rules, followed by the current LWVCC nonpartisan policy statement, 

noting that this policy is under review having raised questions this past year.  

Greetings from the LWVMD were offered by Elaine Apter, who acknowledged 

many familiar faces in the audience as well as newcomers.  She reviewed the many 

accomplishments of the Calvert League over the past year, complimenting the 

group for their commitment and efforts.  She also mentioned a number of State 

Board initiatives including the amicus brief filed by LVWMD on the Redistricting 

issue currently before the US Supreme Court.  During the last election cycle, 

Voters Guides were made available in every county of Maryland--including those 

that have no League chapter--due to the efforts of many volunteers.   

Elaine announced the State League Convention will be held on June 6-9.  She 

noted that the Convention will consider the merger of the two non-profit statuses 

currently designated for League and the League’s Education Fund, which will 

result in more streamlined operation; the criteria for less than 20% advocacy to 

qualify is more than met by the League.  Also under consideration will be a study 

of the Initiative process employed in other States that does not exist in Maryland.  

The new budget, election of officers, and three workshops on fundraising, forums, 

and online meetings will round out the Convention agenda.     

Sandy Raviv presented the Minutes of the 2018 Annual Meeting which were 

approved, following a motion by Gladys White and second by Jane Crawford.   

Sandy also gave the Treasurer’s report which was approved following brief 

discussion of how the separate General Fund and Education Fund would be 

combined if the proposal to merge the League’s non-profit statuses is accepted.  
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There was no Budget Proposal for 2019-2020 programs and events given the 

vacancy of the treasurer position.  

Sharron Bickel then distributed an Interest Sheet for Members to volunteer for 

various tasks this coming year.   

2018-2019 LWVCC Programs: 

Sharron Bickel led a review of the past year’s programs as reported in Book Two 

by chairs of the various committees, and requested input regarding those to be 

continued into 2019-2020: 

Green Expo: (Sharron Bickel) seeking volunteers for this event in June 

Advocacy Day Partnership: (Pat Pease) 

Board of Education: (Pat Pease) Progress has been made in exploring community 

issues, especially racial issues in the schools; interacts with the Citizens Advisory 

Committee.   

Gerrymandering Workshop: (Sharron Bickel)  A repeat of this one-time workshop 

is not under consideration for the coming year. 

History Fair: (Margaret Dunkle) A successful way to engage youth in citizen 

education and give them an introduction to League  

Legislative Evening: (JC Hooker) Highly successful annual November event now 

seeking coordinator and volunteers  

Membership: (Renita Alexander) produced a streamlined roster and improved 

communications via email and mail; Summer Social and Interest meetings were 

highlighted in an article by Margaret Dunkle and through newspaper ads to grow 

membership, an ongoing effort. 

Additionally, four meetings of Eggs and Issues or Wine and Wishes were held to 

provide opportunity for members and the community to express concerns that 

League might address.  

Observer Team: (Sharron Bickel) announced the move of John Perryman who was 

a dominant figure in organizing and keeping the Team informed and functioning.  

John had a way of choosing transparency issues to track such as the adequate 

public facilities/growth issue of the past two years. 

Planning Commission: (JC Hooker) Defining transparency is a challenge; when 

decisions made privately are announced, it is often too late for a response.  An 

example is the Comprehensive Plan, where citizens expressed that their input was 
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not invited or considered.  Another observer commented that: The biggest “black 

hole” is when citizens had no clear way of seeing how their comments were 

addressed.  At the recent BOCC meeting, the commissioners were unaware that 

they did not have the citizen comments available to them; they have asked for that 

information. 

Publicity: (Sharron Bickel) Miriam Gholl has been a great resource as webmaster; 

Liz DeMulling has set up guidelines for press and publicity.   

League Studies: (Sandra Raviv) LWVCC is seeking ideas that members may want 

to pursue in a study; one suggestion is a review of the emergency services system 

in Calvert County that presently is faced with challenges.  It was pointed out that 

nay study must be approved by the State League and come under one of several 

topic categories for which either State or National League has a position.  Renita 

Alexander reminded the group that lobbying on bills such as the recent HR 4 in the 

US Congress is one of the activities of State League, and members are invited to 

join in the effort. 

Transparency Team:  There is need for help to carry out the various activities of 

this team, especially since John Perryman’s absence.   

Voters Service: (Gladys White) The many projects occurring this past election year 

were described by Gladys, with credit to the dedicated members of her team. More 

than 150,000 citizens accessed the Vote411.org site to learn about the candidates.  

For forum events, rules of the League were followed by partner organizations that 

assisted, and post-forum debriefings were held.  The help of volunteers from other 

groups including young people is an asset to be encouraged going forward. 

Women of the World: (Sandra Raviv) This popular event attracted 166 people and 

ran smoothly this year in a venue with no capacity limitations, and technology that 

facilitated the registration process.  League Treasurer Helenmary Ball handled the 

registration capably and timely.  The guest speaker, Ambassador Sheila Esserman 

gave an important message regarding human trafficking.  The League honored its 

own Voters Service team, including Gladys White (chair), Janet Ashby, Janet 

Bellizzi, Ashley Anderson (student), Carol Booker, JC Hooker, Sharron Bickel, 

and Cassandra Okwumabua. 

There are concerns going forward due to the few League volunteers who have 

stepped up to help.  Jim Winship made a plea on behalf of the Calvert County 

Commission for Women for the League’s continued participation, without which 

CCCW would be unable to sponsor this event.  Margaret Dunkle also offered an 

historical perspective as well as important reasons to continue with WOW as a 

means of identifying and honoring Calvert women, and maintaining a public 
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presence for the League in the County.  Anne Mychalus, Debora Harris, and Marie 

Andrews noted their experiences in the early days of the Exchange program to 

Zambia that led to the WOW celebration.   

Other Program Items: Sharron Bickel mentioned two other items for consideration 

as projects this year:  a Legislative Evening for the BOCC, and the League’s 

partnering with other county organizations.  Gladys pointed out that the Voters 

Service team benefitted from the volunteers from other partner groups, and 

stressed that this was a strength that needed to continue.  Sharron mentioned 

previous partnership events with the Library that have dwindled but should be 

revived.  It was suggested that partnerships in general need to be carefully 

considered.   

Since there were no objections, the list of projects/events for the coming year 

was accepted.  

Renita Alexander introduced two new League members, Norma Onley and Jane 

Crawford. 

Nominating Committee Report 2019:  Debora Harris gave the Committee’s 

report found in Book One.  Several subsequent changes occurred leading up to this 

meeting, notably, Krista Boughey stepped aside for the office of President and the 

office of Treasurer (2nd of a 2-year term) remains vacant. A Bulletin editor is also 

needed.  The Election Results are as follows: 

President:   [Krista Boughey]  2019-2021 1st of 2-year term 

    Now JC Hooker 

1st Vice President:   Margaret Dunkle  2019-2021 1st  of 2-year term 

2nd Vice President:   [JC Hooker ]  2018-2020 2nd of 2-year term 

    Now Gladys White 

Treasurer:   vacant 

Secretary:   Sandra Raviv  2019-2021 1st of 2-year term   

Positions Continuing for Coming Year: 

Director:   *Jim Winship  2019-2021 1st of a 2-year term 

Director:   *Pat Pease   2019-2021 1st of a 2-year term 

Director:    Jane Crawford  2019-2021 1st of a 2-year term 

Director:   Norma Onley  2018-2020 2nd of 2-year term 
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Director:     Maureen Hoffman 2018-2020 2nd of 2-year term 

Director:   Sharron Bickel  2018-2020 2nd of 2-year term 

*members who renewed their position 

Norma Onley requested more information on the duties of the Treasurer in order to 

make a decision about taking on this office.  The State League Treasurer Carolyn 

Hederick is available to assist in the training of a new Treasurer.   

Nominating Committee:  Debora Harris (chair), Malcolm Funn, Chris Banks 

All three members were voted to continue on with two more positions to be filled 

from the Board; a chairperson was not elected for this committee.   

Jane Crawford moved and Jim Winship seconded a motion to accept the 

Nominating Committee Report with specified changes.  Remaining Director 

vacancies will be considered by the Board.  JC Hooker spoke on the needs of the 

LWVCC going forward, our traditional mission, and how voting rights need to be 

front and center given challenges today.   

Several upcoming events were announced:  Margaret Dunkle will speak about 

Harriet Elizabeth Brown next Tues, May 14th at the P.F. Library at 6:30 PM. 

The Calvert County Historical Society Annual Dinner will be May 23rd. 

The Calvert Collaborative for Children will have their Annual Dinner at the Elks 

Club in P.F. on May 24th. 

On Sun, May 19th, the Calvert County Historical Society will induct Malcolm 

Funn’s father into their hall of Fame for his significant contributions to education 

in Calvert County.   

Before adjourning the meeting, long-time League members in attendance were 

recognized:  Anne Mychalus, Marie Andrews, Norma Imershein and Barbara 

Fetterhof who was unable to attend tonight.   

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sandra Raviv, Secretary                                                                                                                                   


